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IN  the  rubbish  heaps  of  che  ancient  city 
cf  Oxyrhynchus,  near  the  River  Nile,  a 
-J  I  party  of  English  explorers,  in  the  winter  of 
1897,  discovered  a  fragment  of  a  papyrus 
book,  written  in  the  second  or  third  cen- 
tury, and  hitherto  unknown.  This  single 
leaf  contained  parts  of  seven  short  sen- 
tences of  Christ,  each  introduced  by  the 
words,  "Jesus  says."  It  is  to  the  f\fth 
of  these  Sayings  of  Jesus  that  the  follow- 
ing poem  refers. 
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[ElAR  a  word  that  Jesus  spake 
Eighteen  hundred  years  ago. 
Where  the  crimson  Ulies  blow 
Round  the  blue  Tiberian  lake: 
There  the  bread  of  life  He  brake. 
Through  the  fields  of  harvest  walking 
With  His  lowly  comrades,  talking 
Of  the  secret  thoughts  that  feed 
Weary  souls  in  time  of  need. 
Art  thou  hungry?    G)me  and  take; 
Hear  the  word  that  Jesus  spake! 
'Tis  the  sacrament  of  labour,  bread  and 

wine  divinely  blest; 
Friendship's  food  and  sweet  refreshment, 
strength  and  courage,  joy  and  rest. 
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Buried  with  the  silent  dead. 
Where  the  sands  of  Egypt  spread 
Sea-like,  tawny  billows  heaping 
Over  ancient  cities  sleeping. 
While  the  River  Nile  between 
Rolled  its  summer  flood  of  green 
Rolled  its  autunm  flood  of  red: 
There  the  word  the  Master  said. 
Written  on  a  frail  papyrus,  wrinkled, 

^  scorched  by  fire,  and  torn. 
Hidden  in  God*s  hand  was  waiting 
for  its  resurrection  mom. 
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Now  at  last  the  buried  word 
By  the  delving  spade  is  found, 
Sleeping  in  the  quiet  ground. 
Now  the  call  of  life  is  heard: 
Rise  again,  and  like  a  bird. 
Fly  abroad  on  wings  of  gladness 
Through  the  darkness  and  the 

sadness. 
Of  the  toiling  age,  and  sing 
Sweeter  than  the  voice  of  Spring, 
Till  the  hearts  of  men  are  stirred 
By  the  music  of  the  word,— 
Gospel  for  the  heavy-laden,  answer  to 

the  labourer's  ciy: 
"Raise  thestone,  and  thou  shall  find  me; 
cleave  the  wood  and  there  ami,  ** 
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DROTHER-MEN  wholook  for  Jesus. 
'■-'   long  to  see  Him  close  and  clear. 
Hearken  to  the  tale  of  Felix,  how  he 
found  the  Master  near. 

f  i     Bom  in  Egypt.  *neath  the  shadow  of  the 
crumbling  gods  of  night. 
He  forsook  the  ancient  darkness,  turned 
his  young  heart  toward  the  Light. 
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CEEKING    CHRIST,   in   vain  he 
^  waited  for  the  vision  of  the  Lord; 
Vainly  pondered  many  volumes  where 
the  creeds  of  men  were  stored; 

Vainly  shut  himself  in  silence,  keeping 

vigil  night  and  day; 
Vainly  haunted  shrines  and  churches 

where  the  Christians  came  to  pray. 
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le  aroppea   the 
duties  of  the  common  life  of  care. 
Broke  the  human  ties  that  bound  him,  * 
laid  his  spirit  waste  and  bare. 

Hoping  that  the  Lord  would  enter  that 

deserted  dwelling-place. 
And  reward  the  loss  of  all  things  with 

the  vision  of  His  face. 
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5EEKING  CHRIST,  in  vain  he 
waited  for  the  vision  of  the  Lord; 
Vainly  pondered  many  volumes  where 
the  creeds  of  men  were  stored; 
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CTILL  THE  BLESSED  vision  tar- 
^  ried;  still  the  light  was  unrevealed; 
Still  the  Master,  dim  and  distant,  kept 
His  countenance  concealed. 

Fainter  grew  the  hope  of  finding,  wearier 

grew  the  fruitless  quest; 
Prayer  and  penitence  and  fasting  gave 

no  comfort,  brought  no  rest. 
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"QNLY  ONCE  I  long  to  see  Thee. 

^■^  in  the  fulness  of  Thy  grace: 
Break  the  clouds  that  now  enfold  Thee 
with  the  sunrise  of  Thy  face! 


"All  that  men  desire  and  treasure 
I  counted  loss  for  Thee; 

Every  hope  have  I  forsaken,  save 
one,  my  Lord  to  see. 
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**ALL  THINE  other  girts  and  bles- 
*-    *  sings,  common  mercies,  I  disown; 
Separated  from  my  brothers,  I  would  see 
Thy  face  alone. 

"I  have  watched  and  I  have  waited  as 
one  watcheth  for  the  mom: 

Still  the  veil  is  never  lifted,  still  Thou 
leavest  me  forlorn. 
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"yHOU  WILT  COME,  at  dawn 
•■•  or  twilight,  o'er  the  rolling  waves 
of  sand; 
I  shall  see  Thee  close  beside  me.  I  shaU 
touch  Thy  pierc^  hand. 

**Lo.  Thy  pilgrim  kneels  before  Thee; 

bless  my  journey  with  a  word; 
Tell  me  now  that  if  I  follow  I  shall  find 

Thee.  O  T-  Lord!" 
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^ELIX  LISTENED:  through  the 
darkness,  like  a  murmur  of  the  wind. 
Came  a  gentle  sound  of  stillness:  "Never 
faint,  and  thou  shalt  find." 

Long  and  toilsome  was  his  journey 
through  the  heavy  land  of  heat,/ 

Egypt's  blazing  sun  above  him.  blist^^ng 
sand  beneath  his  feet. 
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I     DATIENTLY  he  plodded  onward. 
J    *    from  tHe  pathway  never  erred, 
|!     Till  he  reached  the  river-fastness  called 
the  Mountain  of  the  Bird. 

There  the  tribes  of  air  assemble,  once  a 

year,  their  noisy  flock, 
TJien.   departing,   leave  their   sentinel 

perched  upon  the  highest  rock. 
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FAR  AWAY,  on  joyful  pinions, 
p^  over  land  and  sea  they  fly; 

\%    But  the  watcher  on  the  summit  lonely 
l^if  stands  acainst  the  sky. 
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against  the  sky. 

f  I    There  the  eremite  Serapion  in  a  cave 
had  made  his  bed; 
There  the  faithful  bands  of  pilgrims  sought 
his  blessing,  brought  him  bread. 


^^'- 


X 


'.V»i 


'/:. 


111 


•*i 


"!<: 


r^^^ 


'<! 


--'/* 


m 


%: 


UNDERNEATH  the  nanow  win- 
dow, at  the  doorway  closely  sealed. 
While  the  afterglow  of  sunset  deepened 
round  him,  Felix  kneeled. 

"Man  of  God,  of  men  most  holy,  thou 
whose  gifts  cannot  be  priced! 

Grant  me  thy  most  precious  guerdon; 
tell  me  how  to  find  the  Christ." 
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DREATHLESS.  Felix  bowed  and 
'L'  listened,  but  no  answering  voice  he 

heard; 
Darkness  folded,  dumb  and  deathlike, 

round  the  Mountain  of  the  Bird. 

Then  he  said,  "The  saint  is  silent;  he 
would  teach  my  soul  to  wait: 

I  will  tarry  here  in  patience,  like  a  beggar 
at  his  gate." 
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NEAR  THE  DWELLING  of  the 
hermit  Felix  found  a  rude  abode 
i     In  a  shallow  tomb  deserted,  close  beside 
the  pilgrim-road. 

So  the  faithf  r.  pilgrims  saw  him  waitmg 
there  without  complaint,— 

Soon  they  learned  to  call  him  holy,  fed 
him  as  they  fed  the  samt 
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DAY  BY  DAY  he  watched  the 
sunrise  flood  the  distant  plain  with 
gold. 
While  the  River  Nile  beneath  him. 
silvery  coiling,  seaward  rolled. 

Night  by  night  he  saw  the  planets  range 
their  glittering  court  on  high, 

Saw  the  moon,  with  queenly  motion, 
mount  her  throne  and  rule  the  sky. 
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\TOW  the  cavern  door  uncloses,  now 
A  ^  the  saint  above  him  stands. 
Blesses  him  v/ithout  a  word,  and  leaves 
a  token  in  his  hands. 

*Tis  the  guerdon  of  thy  waiting!   Look,  |l 

thou  happy  pilgrim,  look!  ^  r 

Nothing  but  a  tattered  fragment  of  an  '^ 
old  papyrus  book. 
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JUpRN  ADVANCED  and  mid- 

A  yi   night  fled,  in  visionary  pomp 

attired; 
Never  mom  and  never  midnight  brought 
the  vision  long-desired. 
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//I    \  JOW  he  swung  the  ponderous  mallet, 
i  N  smote  the  iron  in  the  rock- 
Muscles  quivering,  tingling,  throbbmg— 
blow  on  blow  and  shock  on  shock; 

Now  he  drove  the  willow  wedges,  wet 
them  till  they  swelled  and  split. 

With  their  silent  strength,  the  fragment, 
sent  it  thundering  down  the  pit. 
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^1    \JOW  the  groaning  tackle  raised  it; 
Pml    1  ^  now  the  rollers  made  it  slide; 
if    Harnessed  men,  like  beasts  of  burden, 
drew  it  to  the  river-side. 

Now  the  palm-trees  must  be  riven,  mas- 
sive timbers  hewn  and  dressed; 

Rafts  to  bear  the  stones  in  safety  on  the 
rushing  river's  breast. 
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^CE   AND   AUGER,   saw  and 
!»•  chisel,  wrought  the  will  of  man  in 

wood: 
'Mid  the  many-handed  labour  Felix 
toiled,  and  found  it  good. 

Every  day  the  blood  ran  fleeter  through 
his  limbs  and  round  his  heart; 

Every  night  he  slept  the  sweeter,  know- 
ing he  had  done  his  part. 
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DREAMS  of  solitary  saintship 
faded  from  him;  but,  instead, 
Came  a  sense  of  daily  comfort  in  the 
toil  for  daily  bread. 


|Sli 


' 


^  ,1U 


1 


I 


i 


r/- 


\i' 


.yr 


^ 


FLT  the   brotherhood  of  labour, 
rising  round  him  like  a  tide, 
Overflow  his  heart  and  job  him  to  the 
workers  at  his  side. 

Oft  he  cheered  them  with  his  singing  at 
the  breaking  of  the  light. 

Told  them  toles  of  Christ  at  noonday, 
taught  them  words  of  prayer  atnight 
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flANDS  that  bore   the   mark  of 
*   1  labour,  brow  that  bore  the  print  of 

care; 
Hands  of  power,  divinely  tender;  brow 
of  light,  divmely  fair. 

"Hearken,  good  and  faithful  servant. 

true  disciple,  loyal  friend  I 
Thou  hast  followed  me  and  found  me; 

I  will  keep  thee  to  the  end. 
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•T  Y  7ELL  I  KNOW  thy  toil  and 
W  trouble;  often  weaiy,  fainting, 
worn, 
I  have  lived  the  life  of  labour,  heavy 
burdens  I  have  borne. 

"Never  in  a  prince's  palace  have  I  slept 

on  golden  bed, 
Never  in  a  hermit's  cavern  have  I  eaten 

unearned  bread. 
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"pORN  WITHIN  a  lowly  stable. 
•LJ  where  the  cattle  round  me  stood. 
Tramed  a  carpenter  in  Nazareth,  I  have 
toiled,  and  found  it  good. 

"They  who  tread  die  path  of  labour 
follow  where  my  feet  have  trod; 

They  who  work  without  complaining 
do  the  holy  will  of  God. 
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"YJjVHERE  the  many  toil  together, 

▼  ▼  there  am  I  among  my  own; 
Where  the  tired  workman  sleepeth, 
there  am  I  with  him  alone. 

"I.  the  peace  that  passeth  knowledge, 
dwell  amid  the  daily  strife; 

I,  the  bread  of  heaven,  am  broken  in 
the  sacrament  of  life. 
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p  VERY  TASK,  however  simple. 
•■— '  sets  the  soul  that  doe^  it  free; 
Eveiy  deed  of  love  and  mercy,  doi 'e  to 
man,  is  done  to  me. 

Thou  hast  learned  the  open  seaet; 
thou  hast  come  to  me  for  rest; ' 
Widi  thy  burden,  in  thy  labour,  thou 
an  Felix,  doubly  blest. 
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yHE  LEGEND  of  Felix  is  ended. 

*  the  toiling  of  Felix  is  done; 
The  Master  has  paid  him  his  wages, 
the  goal  of  his  journey  is  won; 

He  rests,  but  he  never  is  idle;  a  thou- 
sand years  pass  like  a  day. 

In  the  glad  surprise  of  the  Paradi*; 
where  work  is  sweeter  than  play. 


^4 


<,' 


\it*9 


^ 


1^ 


7, 


u 


Z^k 


T'HIS  is  the  gospel  of  labour,  ring  it. 
ye  bells  of  the  kirk! 
Tfie  Lord  of  Love  came  down  from 
above,  to  live  with  the  men  who 
work. 

This  is  the  rose  that  He  planted,  here 

in  the  thorn-curst  soil: 
Heaven  is  blest  with  perfect  rest,  but 

the  blessing  of  Earth  is  toil. 
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